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Laying the Corner-Stone of the First Bap-
tist Church, Elizabeth, N. J.

The Baptists of Elizabeth have laid the
foundation of a very bandsome cburco. on
Union-avenue and jPrince-street. Tha chiargh
edifice)is to be one of the handsomeast In the aty.

It1s of brown stone and brick, and the ostimatsd
cost 18 from $50,000 to $60,000. The former pince
of worship was on West Jersey-strect, aud was
too small to accommodate she cougregation.
The corner-abone was laid yesterday. The exor
oises were Interesting, and a number of diatin-
guished Baptist clergymen from a distance wore
presens, and took part in the ceremony. The
sxerolses took place at 11 o'clock. Rer. Tizo
GrSSLRR, the pastor, officiating. Rer.Dr. H.C
FisH, of Newark, aclivered an able sddress, az-
ter which, with prayer and appropriats ceréiao
nies, the stonyd was placed in position. De
Joax DowLing, nlao of Newark, then de
livered an address, and wuas (toilowes
by Rev. H. M. GALLAGHER, of Brookiyn, whe
completed the exercises of the afternoon. lm
the evening, Rev. GRo. CLERK, of Balstca Bpa,
N. Y., former pastor of the church, preached »
meamorial germon In the mesoting-houss which
the Soclety now ooccupies on Weas Jersey-atrees.
The exercises were of the moat pleasant kind.
About 1,600 persons were present at the new
building, and the church, in the eveniug, wae
crowded,  Enough money has been aubsaribed
Lto complete the leocture-room, and 0 leave the

Lansize alizoh With but Htele debs.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Pastor Williams, First Baptist Church of Cranford/Elizabeth
Email: mwilliams.firstbaptistchurchce@gmail.com
Phone: (908) 352-0519

First Baptist Church of Cranford/Elizabeth to Celebrate 155 Years on the Corner of Prince and
Union

Elizabeth, NJ — On Sunday, September 14, 2025, at 11:00am, First Baptist Church of
Cranford/Elizabeth (formerly First Baptist Church Elizabeth) will host a special Cornerstone
Celebration at its historic location: 402 Union Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ. This special event marks 155
years of faithful presence and service on the corner of Prince Street and Union Avenue, a place
where generations have gathered in worship, fellowship, and community since its foundation was
laid in 1870.

The celebration will feature a special worship service with Guest Preacher Rev. Nicholas A.
Johnson, of First Baptist Peddie Memorial Church in Newark, NJ, whose message will honor the
legacy of the church and inspire hope for the future.

Founded in the spirit of welcome and rooted in the Gospel, First Baptist Church of
Cranford/Elizabeth is a beacon of faith and hospitality in the city of Elizabeth. Established in 1843,
our church has long been a home where faith and friendship meet. From Sunday worship to
neighborhood outreach and community meals, the church continues to serve with joy and purpose.

“We’re grateful that the Lord has placed us here on this corner in this corner of His Kingdom,” said
The Rev. Dr. Malachy M. Williams, Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church of Cranford/Elizabeth. “This
Cornerstone Celebration is our way of commemorating the faithful stewardship of those we literally
laid our building’s cornerstone 155 year ago, highlighting the beautiful documentation of that event
by The New York Times in 1870, as well as honoring God’s faithfulness in allowing us to still be here
to share His Good News from this hallowed space. We are excited to have everyone join us.” That
said, the Cornerstone Celebration will also underscore how the corner of Prince and Union has
been more than a location—it’s been a place of gathering, healing, transformation and
togetherness.

All are welcome to attend. The service will be followed by light refreshments and opportunities to
connect with members of the congregation and learn more about the church’s ongoing ministries.

Event Details:

o Cornerstone Celebration

. Sunday, September 14, 2025

o 11:00am

. First Baptist Church of Cranford/Elizabeth at 402 Union Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ

For more information, please visit FBCCE.org
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